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Adaptive Design: Overview, Hurdles, and Examples 
 

November 21, 2017 
9:00 am – 3:30 pm 

 
Instructor: Dr. Christopher Coffey 
Place: Bureau of Labor Statistics 
 Conference rooms 1-3, 2 Massachusetts Avenue NE, Washington, DC  
 
Course Content:  
In recent years, there has been substantial interest in the use of adaptive or novel randomized 
trial designs.  Adaptive clinical trial designs provide the flexibility to adjust aspects of the 
design of a clinical trial based on data reviewed at interim stages. Although there are a large 
number of proposed adaptations, all generally share the common characteristic that they 
allow for some design modifications during an ongoing trial. Unfortunately, the rapid 
proliferation of research on adaptive designs, and inconsistent use of terminology, has created 
confusion about the similarities, and more importantly, the differences among the techniques.  
Furthermore, the implementation of adaptive designs to date does not seem consistent with 
the increasing attention provided to these designs in the statistical literature.  This course will 
attempt to clarify some of the confusion surrounding the use of these methods, as well as 
provide examples where they have been used in the past.   The course will provide some 
clarification on the topic and describe some of the more commonly proposed adaptive designs.  
The course will also provide a more in-depth discussion of the theory and implementation of 
adaptive designs in real-world settings. The presenter will draw from several recent examples 
of studies implementing adaptive designs, and attempt to address the strengths and weakness 
of the approaches used. Finally, the course will focus on some specific barriers that impede the 
use of adaptive designs in the current environment, summarize the results of a couple of 
recently completed surveys to assess the interest and attitudes of the clinical trials community 
in general with respect to adaptive designs, and discuss future work that is needed in order to 
ensure that investigators can achieve the promised benefits of adaptive designs. 
 
About the Instructor:  
Dr. Coffey joined the faculty at the University of Iowa in fall 2009 as a Professor in the 
Department of Biostatistics and became the Director of the CTSDMC in August 2010. He 
received his PhD in biostatistics from the University of North Carolina at Chapel Hill in 1999 
and has nearly 20 years of experience providing data management and statistical support to 
clinical trials. Dr. Coffey serves as the PI of the DCC for several large clinical studies, including 
the NINDS-funded NeuroNEXT Network. Dr. Coffey also serves as the head of the Statistics 
Core for the Parkinson’s Progression Markers Initiative, and is co-PI of the NINDS-funded 
Clinical Trials Methodology in Neurology short course. Dr. Coffey has served as the primary 

WSS SHORT COURSE 
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statistician for multi-site trials in Huntington’s disease, hypertension, multiple sclerosis, 
myasthenia gravis, obesity, pediatric migraine, spinal muscular atrophy, stroke, and traumatic 
brain injury. He is a past member of the NINDS NSD-K clinical trials study section, a Fellow of 
both the Society Clinical Trials and American Statistical Association, serves on a number of 
Data and Safety Monitoring Boards. Dr. Coffey has published extensively in the areas of 
adaptive designs, missing data, model validation, and general clinical trial design. 
 
Course Schedule:  
8:15 - 9:00    Coffee, breakfast, and check in 
 
9:00 - 9:15    Introduction & Welcome 
    
9:15 – 9:45   Overview of Adaptive Designs 
 
9:45 – 10:30 Types of Adaptive Designs – “Learning Stage” Adaptations 
   
10:30 - 10:45  Break 
 
10:45 – 12:00 Types of Adaptive Designs – “Confirming Stage” Adaptations 
 
12:00 - 1:00   Lunch (provided)  
 
1:00 - 1:45   Types of Adaptive Designs – “Confirming Stage” Adaptations (cont.) 
 
1:45 – 2:15    Good Practices & Barriers for Use of Adaptive Desings 
 
2:15 - 2:30   Break 
 
2:30 – 3:15  Surveys on Use of Adaptive Designs 
 
3:15 – 3:30  Course Summary & Open Discussion 
 
Advance registration: In addition to your RSVP here, please go to  
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wss-short-course-adaptive-design-overview-hurdles-and-
examples-tickets-38586435066 to register and pay for the class. Online registration will close on 
November 18, 2017; earlier if the course fills up.  
 
Registration Fee:  
  Full-time students (at most 8): $62.49 advance, $80 at the door  
  WSS members: $185.49 advance, $200 at the door  
  All others: $216.24 advance, $240 at the door  
 
Contact person: Yang Cheng, 301-763-3287, yang.cheng@census.gov 
  

https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wss-short-course-adaptive-design-overview-hurdles-and-examples-tickets-38586435066
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/wss-short-course-adaptive-design-overview-hurdles-and-examples-tickets-38586435066
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PLEASE FORWARD THIS ANNOUNCEMENT TO OTHERS WHO MIGHT BE 
INTERESTED IN THE TOPIC (ESPECIALLY EDUCATORS AND STUDENTS) 
 
Title:    Some Statistical Applications in Cybersecurity 
 
Date/Time:   October 17, 2017   4:00–5:30 p.m. 

Informal reception to follow at approximately 5:45 p.m. at East Street 
Café on the mezzanine level of Union Station. 

 
Speaker:   David J. Marchette, Naval Surface Warfare Center, Dahlgren Division 
 
Chair:   Leanna Moron, NORC at the University of Chicago 
 
Sponsors:   WSS Statistics Education Committee, WSS Methodology Section and  

WSS Defense and National Security Program Committee 
 
Location:  Bureau of Labor Statistics Janet Norwood Conference Center, Rooms 7/8 

(Please check board in case of change of room) 
 

BLS is located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union 
Station. Parking in the area of BLS is available at Union Station. For 
parking information see http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No 
validation is available from BLS for reduced parking rates.  

 
RSVP:    To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor  

Statistics, you need to e-mail your name, affiliation, date of the seminar  
and seminar name to wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by 
noon on Friday, October 13. Please bring a photo ID to the seminar.  

 
Abstract:   There are many aspects of cybersecurity that lend themselves to  

statistical analysis. In this talk I will give an introduction to some of the  
data that is available, some of the questions that one is interested in,  
and some simple yet powerful tools for investigating the data.  Simple  
plots will allow us to understand many of the characteristics of network  
flows and certain types of network attacks. Slightly more sophisticated  
probability density estimation methods (similar to histograms) will  
provide insight into the structure and the way the data changes in time.  
Finally, we'll look at some methods from pattern recognition to  
characterize malicious software.  
 
 

SEMINARS 

http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking
mailto:wss_seminar@bls.gov
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Most of the talk will be at a level accessible to anyone who's taken a 
basic statistics course, and I will point out directions for further 
investigation for those with a stronger statistics background. 

 
Remote Access:  WebEx link:  

https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m37b4926f6e1de10efcb3948fcda8
c649  
Note: Particular computer configurations might not be compatible with 
WebEx 

 
For audio:   Call (866) 865-9536 (Toll Free) or (517) 966-0857 

Attendee access code: 744 124 3 
 
POC email:   Carol Joyce Blumberg, cblumberg@gmail.com  

https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m37b4926f6e1de10efcb3948fcda8c649
https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m37b4926f6e1de10efcb3948fcda8c649
mailto:cblumberg@gmail.com
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New Directions for Federal Statistics from the Commission on  
Evidence-Based Policymaking and the CNSTAT “Innovations in Federal 
Statistics” Reports 
—A Seminar in Honor of Constance Citro— 
 

Friday, October 20, 2017, 2:15–4:30 pm 

National Academy of Sciences Main Building 

2101 Constitution Ave., NW, Washington, DC – Auditorium 
 

1:45  Light refreshments for Seminar Guests (Great Hall) 
 
2:15  Welcome 

—Brian Harris-Kojetin, Director, CNSTAT  
 
2:20  Developments at the OMB Statistical and Science Policy Office 

—Nancy Potok, Chief Statistician, U.S. Office of Management and Budget 
 
2:30 New Directions for Federal Statistics from the Commission on Evidence-Based 

Policymaking and the CNSTAT “Innovations in Federal Statistics” Reports 

—Katharine Abraham, University of Maryland and Co-chair, Commission on  
 Evidence-Based Policymaking   

—Ron Haskins, The Brookings Institution and Co-chair, Commission on 
 Evidence-Based Policymaking 

—Robert M. Groves, Georgetown University, and Chair, Panel on Improving 
 Federal Statistics Using Multiple Data Sources 

 
4:00  Floor discussion 
 
4:20  Presentation to Connie Citro 
  —Brian Harris-Kojetin, Director, CNSTAT  
 
4:30-5:30 Reception – Great Hall 
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Register now! 

Presentations will be available via WebEx—click here to register for the 
WebEx. 

For any questions, contact Eileen LeFurgy, CNSTAT Program Coordinator 
elefurgy@nas.edu ▪ (202) 334-1616 

ABSTRACT: The Commission on Evidence-Based Policymaking recently released their 
final report, The Promise of Evidence-Based Policymaking, which provides a 
number of recommendations that will directly impact national statistics. At the center 
of their recommendations is the establishment of a National Secure Data Service in the 
Department of Commerce to facilitate access to data for evidence building while 
ensuring privacy and transparency in how those data are used. Other 
recommendations call for improved access to administrative data, modernizing privacy 
protections, and enhancing data access for external researchers. Similar themes were 
echoed in the CNSTAT report Innovations in Federal Statistics: Combining Data 
Sources While Protecting Privacy, released in January 2017. The second report 
from this panel, due out in early October, will review in greater depth than the first 
report statistical methods for combining data sources, quality frameworks, and 
approaches for protecting privacy, as well as elaborate on considerations for creating 
the recommended new entity for improving access to administrative and private-
sector data. Presentations by the leaders of the Commission and the CNSTAT panel will 
focus on the key recommendations and implications for federal government statistical 
activities.   
 
 
  

http://www8.nationalacademies.org/EventRegistration/public/Register.aspx?event=A84F9AD3
https://nationalacademies.webex.com/mw3100/mywebex/default.do?service=1&siteurl=nationalacademies&nomenu=true&main_url=%2Fmc3100%2Fe.do%3Fsiteurl%3Dnationalacademies%26AT%3DMI%26EventID%3D607932572%26UID%3D0%26Host%3DQUhTSwAAAAREqZnba1ParPIOXeA6-gy6s-2vKbaBc0hK3peqS4OmPUM5B6rFGDUvWdX0Pra4wAqrpwGoFAr_wraULFTLm6rB0%26RG%3D1%26FrameSet%3D2%26RGID%3Dr1c713b38c50378465be3322b845c88ba
http://www.cep.gov/news/sept6news.html
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/24652/innovations-in-federal-statistics-combining-data-sources-while-protecting-privacy
https://www.nap.edu/catalog/24652/innovations-in-federal-statistics-combining-data-sources-while-protecting-privacy
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Title:    A Model-Assisted Regression Tree Estimator 
 
Date/Time:  November 13, 2017/12:30 – 2:00 PM (ET) 
 
Speakers:   Kelly McConville, Swarthmore College 
 
Chair:   Daniell Toth, Bureau of Labor Statistics   
 
Sponsor:   WSS Methodology Section  
 
Abstract:   Auxiliary information can increase the efficiency of survey estimators  

when the estimator accurately captures the relationship between the 
variable of interest and the auxiliary variables. Under a model-assisted 
framework, we present a regression tree estimator for a finite 
population mean.  Regression trees can capture important interactive 
effects missed by linear regression and do not suffer from 
multicollinearity issues when the auxiliary variables are highly 
collinear.  We establish consistency of the model-assisted regression tree 
estimator and compare its performance to other survey estimators using 
the US Bureau of Labor Statistics Occupational Employment Statistics 
data. 

 
Location:   Bureau of Labor Statistics Janet Norwood Conference Center, Room 8 
 

To be placed on the seminar attendance list at the Bureau of Labor 
Statistics, you need to e-mail your name, affiliation, and seminar name 
to wss_seminar@bls.gov (underscore after 'wss') by noon at least two 
days in advance of the seminar. Please bring a photo ID to the seminar. 
BLS is located at 2 Massachusetts Avenue, NE. Use the Red Line to Union 
Station. Parking in the area of BLS is available at Union Station. For 
parking information see http://www.unionstationdc.com/parking. No 
validation is available from BLS for reduced parking rates.  

 
WebEx:   WebEx event address:  

https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m595cc11bc289bb563c3981dc5a53
afff  

 
For audio:   Call-in toll-free number (Verizon): 1-866-747-9048 (US) 

Call-in number (Verizon): 1-517-233-2139 (US) 
Attendee access code: 938 454 2 

 
Note: Particular computer configurations might not be compatible with 
WebEx. 

https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m595cc11bc289bb563c3981dc5a53afff
https://dol.webex.com/dol/j.php?MTID=m595cc11bc289bb563c3981dc5a53afff
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WSS MEMBERS IN THE SPOTLIGHT! 



 

 

 

Meet WSS Member Yan Ma… 

Where do you work and what do you do? 

I am an Associate Professor in the Department of 

Epidemiology and Biostatistics at the George 

Washington University (GWU). I also serve as Associate 

Director of the Biostatistics and Epidemiology 

Consulting Service (BECS) at GWU. As an applied 

statistician, I provide a wide range of traditional and 

cutting-edge statistical consulting services to biomedical 

and public health investigators. My research focuses on 

developing innovative statistical methodologies for 

complex analytic problems arising. I am a Principal 

Investigator (PI) with an AHRQ grant for the 

development and application of statistical methods for 

missing data in nationally representative databases and 

health disparities research. 

 

What attracted you to your current position? 

Research, teaching, and Washington, DC! As a 

collaborating biostatistician in the School of Public 

Health at GWU, I have opportunities to work with many 

brilliant researchers on a broad range of studies in public 

health and medicine. I am passionate about teaching 

future public health and medical professionals and 

helping them develop statistical understanding and 

competence. I am also attracted to working in 

Washington, DC, the heart of national initiatives, global 

resources, and the decision-making process that brings 

unparalleled opportunities for statisticians. 

 

Finish the sentence:  “I joined WSS to…” 

connect with other statisticians in the Washington, DC 

area.   

 

What was your first job? 

I was an Assistant Professor at Weill Cornell Medical 

College and Hospital for Special Surgery (HSS). At 

HSS, I collaborated with investigators across the 

departments (e.g., anesthesiology, biomechanics, 

radiology, orthopedics, pediatrics, and sports medicine), 

providing statistical consulting assistance in study 

design, grant proposal, and data analysis, and utilizing 

rigorous statistical methods. 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

Why did you join the statistics profession? 

I like statistics as it is integral to the advancement of 

knowledge in a broad range of disciplines. What I am so 

proud of our profession is that we improve the lives of 

people through quantitative research. 

 

What is the most interesting statistical project you 

have worked on recently? 

Large-scale health surveys, such as The Healthcare Cost 

and Utilization Project (HCUP) State Inpatient 

Databases (SID), have become increasingly popular in 

epidemiological and medical research. For HCUP-SID, I 

provided information on comparative effectiveness of 

treatments and costs of health care. A significant 

limitation of SID and other large databases is the 

quantity of missing data. In particular, “patient race,” a 

key indicator for health disparities research, has a high 

proportion of missingness. Due to the lack of knowledge 

or tools to address missing data issues in public use 

databases, researchers often conduct inappropriate 

statistical analyses leading to invalid inferences. The 

goal of my AHRQ R01 grant is to make the SID a more 

useful resource for the study of racial disparities in 

health and health care. We have developed novel 

imputation methods and generated imputed datasets that 

account for missing information including race in the 

SID, and used the datasets to measure racial disparity in 

musculoskeletal healthcare. 

 

What advice would you give to someone entering the 

statistics profession? 

Statistics is a collaborative science, and it does not make 

its contributions in isolation. Good communication skills 

are essential to career success.   

 

What is your favorite daily ritual? 

Listening to classical music is the most enjoyable thing I 

do every morning after waking up from sleep. 

 

  Washington Statistical Society 
                   Member Spotlight 
                               Introducing your fellow members and  
                    showcasing the diversity of the WSS membership 

 



What is the last book you read? 

‘How to win friends & influence people’ by Dale 

Carnegie. Written decades ago, this book is still able to 

teach practical lessons for everyday use. 

 

What is your greatest accomplishment? 

I left my home country in my early 20s to study in the 

United States. Living independently in a culture that is 

dramatically different from my own is a challenging 

process. My greatest accomplishment is being resilient 

and never giving up when facing difficulty. 
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Washington Statistical Society’s Spotlight on Members Program 
 
The WSS Board of Directors has established a program to highlight members who have made 
or are making notable contributions to the work of their organization or their professional 
field of expertise.  We know that WSS members are doing interesting work in the fields of 
statistics, survey methodology, and the social sciences.  Through this program, we hope to 
spotlight the accomplishments of our fellow WSS members.   
 
This is our first request for nominations, to be featured in an upcoming issue of WSS News.  We 
are interested in featuring members at all levels of the employment spectrum including recent 
graduates, mid-career employees, and those seasoned veterans.   
 
Please feel free to nominate more than one person or a team working together.  You may 
also nominate yourself as well.  The nominees must be members of the WSS and not currently 
affiliated with the Board.   
 
Please provide us with the following information about your nominee or nominees. 

1. Your name, email address, and telephone number 
2. Name or names of nominee(s) 
3. Organizational affiliation 
4. Job title   
5. Their contact information including email address and telephone number 
6. A brief narrative describing the reasons for your nomination 
7. A photo of the nominee, although not required, would be great be greatly 

appreciated 
 
Please submit your nominations or direct any questions to, Wendy Barboza 
(Wendy.Barboza@nass.usda.gov), member of the WSS Board. 
 
We look forward to hearing from you.     
  

SPOTLIGHT A WSS MEMBER! 
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University of Michigan Program in Survey Methodology 
 

The University of Michigan Program in Survey Methodology (MPSM) seeks to train future 
generations of survey methodologists. The program offers doctorate and master of science 
degrees and a certificate through the University of Michigan. The program's home is 
the Institute for Social Research, the world's largest academically-based social science research 
institute. 
 
MPSM is a program where students learn the science of surveys. Our students study with some 
of the world's leading survey methodologists while pursuing their Master's or PhD degree. The 
Program provides a rich intellectual environment for study and work at one of the premier 
public universities in the world. 
 
MPSM brings together faculty and scientists from the social and behavioral sciences in 
the College of Literature, Science, and the Arts; the School of Public Health; and the Institute 
for Social Research. Moreover, the quantitative strengths of disciplines such as communication 
studies, economics, education, political science, psychology, sociology, and statistics are integral 
to the empirical underpinnings of the program. With its depth and breadth of curriculum; 
faculty who are outstanding researchers, teachers, and mentors; exceptional research 
opportunities at the Institute of Social Research; and the extraordinary range of course 
offerings at the University of Michigan, the program offers qualified students superb 
educational opportunities. 
 
Students in the program receive theoretical grounding in all aspects of survey methodology, 
from sample design and measurement, to modes of data collection, statistical estimation, and 
probability and distribution theory. Students have the opportunity to explore novel ways to 
develop applications of survey methodology in a wide variety of fields. Survey methodology 
principles can be applied to professions such as market research, nursing, public health, natural 
resources, information sciences, and operations engineering, through courses taken in cognate 
areas within the rich, diverse academic environment of the University. 
 
The master of science degree offers three areas of academic concentration: 
 
The statistical science area of concentration is designed for students who wish to specialize in 
areas such as sample design, estimation in complex samples, variance estimation, statistical 
measurement error models, and statistical adjustments for missing data. 
 
The social and psychological science area of concentration is designed for students who wish to 
specialize in areas such as questionnaire design, design of interviewing systems, computer 
assistance in data collection, effects of mode of data collection, cognitive psychological insights 
into survey measurement, and efforts to reduce various nonsampling errors in data collection. 

DEGREE PROGRAM/INTERNSHIP 

http://www.umich.edu/
http://www.isr.umich.edu/
http://www.lsa.umich.edu/
http://www.sph.umich.edu/
http://www.isr.umich.edu/home/
http://www.isr.umich.edu/home/
http://psm.isr.umich.edu/sites/default/files/Survey%20Statistics%20Degree%20Requirements.10.13.2016.pdf
http://psm.isr.umich.edu/sites/default/files/Soc%20and%20Psych%20Degree%20Requirements.10.13.2016.pdf


WSS NEWS  SEPTEMBER_OCTOBER 2017  P a g e  | 14 

The data science area of concentration is designed for students who wish to specialize in the 
more computational aspects of survey methodology and research involving "big data," 
including data visualization, management and analysis of large and messy data sets, human-
computer interaction in survey research, and machine learning algorithms. 
 
For more information please visit our website at, http://psm.isr.umich.edu/ or email us at, 
michpsm.isr@umich.edu.  

http://psm.isr.umich.edu/sites/default/files/Data%20Science%20Degree%20Requirements.10.13.2016.pdf
http://psm.isr.umich.edu/
file:///C:/Videos/Downloads/michpsm.isr@umich.edu
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Free Statistics Internship Listing Opportunity in Amstat News 
and on ASA Website 

 
The American Statistical Association is inviting organizations to submit a 2018 internship listing 
to be included in the December 2017 issue of Amstat News and posted on the ASA website (at 
no charge).  You are welcome to submit statistics related internship information all year for 
the ASA website, but only submissions received by October 20, 2017 will be included the 
December 2017 issue of Amstat News.   
 
If interested, please visit http://www.amstat.org/ASA/Education/Internships-and-
Fellowships.aspx  where you will find instructions and the internship listing form under the 
Internship Opportunities Listing Form for Organizations link (or direct link of 
http://www.amstat.org/asa/education/Internship-Opportunities-Listing-Form.aspx). 
 
We offer this complimentary service for the organizations who offer statistics related internships 
for students and to assist statistics students to find internship opportunities.  If you have any 
questions, please contact Rebecca Nichols at rebecca@amstat.org.   

http://www.amstat.org/ASA/Education/Internships-and-Fellowships.aspx
http://www.amstat.org/ASA/Education/Internships-and-Fellowships.aspx
http://www.amstat.org/asa/education/Internship-Opportunities-Listing-Form.aspx
mailto:rebecca@amstat.org
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The 2016 Joint Statistical Meetings at Chicago was the first conference that I attended. As a first-
time-attendee of one of the largest statistical conferences, everything was so exciting to me. I 
still remember picked up my tags in the registration area and the poster presentation that I 
gave. I really enjoyed the conference. When I was back at Maryland, I began to wonder whether 
there would be a chance for me to attend the 2017 JSM at Baltimore and present a paper. When 
my advisor, Dr. Partha Lahiri, forwarded the Washington Statistical Society JSM student travel 
award application to me, I knew that was my chance. I submitted my application form as soon 
as I could. In early of 2017 January, Miss. Erin Tanenbaum emailed me on behalf of World 
Statistic Society and told me that I was the winner of the travel award.  
 
I noticed something different from last year right when I received the JSM bag. The bag was so 
light. In 2016 JSM, every participant was given a thick program book with information of all the 
paper presentations, poster presentations and social events. There was no book in the JSM bag 
this year. Later, I learned that in 2017, the JSM organizers encouraged participants to use their 
app on smartphones to search for interested program. I am glad that JSM took this step to 
benefit the environment.   
 
The 2017 JSM was special to me since it was the first time for me to give a paper presentation at 
a conference. My presentation, titled “Statistical Analysis with Linked Data”, was based on a 
joint work with my advisor Dr. Partha Lahiri. It was about a new approach to provide a reliable 
estimate of parameter of interest in presence of linkage errors in a combined data set. The 
presentation was scheduled at July 30th under a session of Survey Research Methods Section, 
named “Combining Data and Use of Administrative Lists”. I had been preparing slides for days 
before the presentation. I was trying to convey all the important ideas, methods and results of 
our research but I felt it was difficult to keep the presentation time within 15 minutes. After 
timing my rehearsals and revising my slides many times, I finally managed to meet the time 
limit. All these efforts made me well prepared and helped me to stay calm during my 
presentation.  I also got some positive feedback from the audience. Mr. Vipin Arora, who was 
former student of my advisor, recommended me to apply our method to a real data set other 
than simulated data. It was also nice to meet the other speakers in my session, who were working 
in the same area as mine, such as Mary Mulry from Census Bureau, Rachel Harter from RTI, and 
Ned English from NORC.  
 
JSM always provides a great opportunity to make connections since numerous statisticians 
gather there.  Back in 2016 when I first attended JSM, I couldn’t recognize many statisticians and 
I was also kind of shy. This was different at the 2017 JSM though. I recognized Dr. J.N.K. Rao, 
author of the book “Small Area Estimation”. I have been using his book for a course that I took 
and for my research project. I actually met him at the 2017 Small Area Estimation conference 
at Paris several weeks before JSM, but I didn’t really get a chance to talk to him. I introduced 
myself to him at JSM, and I really enjoyed our conversation. At that time, I was reading a paper 
written by him about dual frame sampling for my internship at Gallup, and he kindly 
recommended other related papers to me and asked me to email him if I have any questions.  

STUDENT CORNER 
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On August 3rd evening, I attended the Survey Research Methods Business Meetings. Food and 
drinks were served. During the meeting, I was recognized as the winner of the Washington 
Statistical Society Student Travel Award. It was such an honor for me.  I am so grateful for the 
travel award given by Washington Statistical Society. If not for the travel award, I probably 
would not be able to attend the 2017 JSM and have such a unique experience.   
 
Ms. Ying Han is a Ph.D. student in Mathematical Statistics at University of Maryland (UMD), 
College Park. She is expecting to graduate in the summer of 2018. Her area of interest includes 
Record Linkage, Survey Methodology, Small Area Estimation, and Big Data. She has been 
working under the supervision of her advisor, Dr. Partha Lahiri, professor at Joint Program of 
Survey Methodology at UMD.  
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Voting Members 
    
Office Name Term (M/YR) Telephone E-mail 
     
President Linda Young 7/2017-6/2018 (352)281-6469 Linda.Young@nass.usda.gov 
Past President Mike Larsen 7/2017-6/2018 (802) 654-2399 mlarsen@smcvt.edu 
President-Elect Tom Krenzke 7/2017-6/2018 (301) 251-4203 tomkrenzke@westat.com 
Secretary Will Cecere 7/2017-6/2019 (301) 294-4477 williamcecere@westat.com 
Treasurer Jill Dever 7/2014-6/2018 (202) 974-7846  jdever@rti.org  
Representative-at-Large Mark Otto 7/2016-6/2018 (301)497-5872 Mark.ot2o@gmail.com 
Representative-at-Large Jay Clark 7/2016-6/2018 (240) 453-2762 jayclark@westat.com 
Representative-at-Large Theresa Kim 7/2017-6/2019 (425) 243-2413 theresa.kim@gmail.com 
Representative-at-Large Lisa Mirel 7/2017-6/2019 301-458-4087 zav8@cdc.gov 
Council of Chapters Representative Dhuly Chowdhury 1/2016-12/2018 (301) 770-8234 dchowdhury@rti.org 
Methodology Section Chair Wendy Martinez 7/2017-6/2018 (540) 284-1032 martinezw@verizon.net  
Communications Officer Barnali Das 7/2016-6/2018 (240) 498-0137 barnalid33@gmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

WASHINGTON STATISTICAL SOCIETY BOARD OF DIRECTORS, 
PROGRAMS, AND COMMITTEES 

mailto:mlarsen@smcvt.edu
mailto:williamcecere@westat.com
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Non-Voting Members – Programs 
     
Program Chair Term (M/YR) Telephone E-mail 
     
Methodology Program Chair  John Maron Abowd 7/2017-6/2018 (301) 763-5880 john.maron.abowd@census.gov 
Methodology Program Yulei He 7/2017-6/2018 (301) 458-4533 wdq7@cdc.gov 
Agriculture and Natural Resources Michael Bellow 7/2017-6/2018  MBellow@nass.usda.gov 
Data Collection Methods Vincent T. “Tom” Mule 7/2017-6/2018  Vincent.T.Mule.Jr@census.gov 
Defense and National Security Wendy Martinez 7/2017-6/2018 (540) 284-1032 martinezw@verizon.net  
Economics Michael Jadoo 7/2017-6/2018  Jadoo.Michael@bls.gov 
Human Rights Michael P. Cohen 7/2017-6/2018 (202) 232-4651 mpcohen@juno.com  
Public Health and Biostatistics Grant Izmirlian 7/2017-6/2018 (301) 496-7519 izmirlian@nih.gov  
Public Health and Biostatistics Carolyn Carroll  (202) 320-8709 carolyn@stattech.com  
Public Policy Bob Sivinski 7/2017-6/2018  Robert_G_Sivinski@omb.eop.gov 
Quality Assurance Michael Yang 7/2017-6/2018 (301) 634-9492 Yang-Michael@norc.org 
Social and Demographic Statistics Promod Chandhok 7/2017-6/2018 (202) 366-2158 promod.chandhok@dot.gov  
Statistical Computing Xin He 7/2017-6/2018 (301) 405-2551 xinhe@umd.edu 
Student Representative VACANT 7/2017-6/2018   

  

mailto:Yang-Michael@norc.org
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Non-voting Members – Committees and Other Board Members 
     
Committee Member Term (M/YR) Telephone E-mail 
     
Short Courses Yang Cheng 7/17-6/18 (301) 763-3287 yang.cheng@census.gov 
WSS Newsletter Editor Colleen Choi 7/17-6/18  wss.editor@gmail.com  
Electronic Mail Committee S.V. (Vince) Massimini 7/17-6/18 (703) 983-5893 svm@mitre.org  
Employment Column Coordinator Lisa Faustlin 7/17-6/18 303-396-5164  faustlin@yahoo.com 
Financial Advisor and Audit Committee Jonaki Bose  (240) 276-1257  jonaki.bose@samhsa.hhs.gov 

Financial Advisor and Audit Committee Keith Rust   RUSTK1@westat.com 
Historian Dwight Brock 7/17-6/18 (301) 517-4026 dwightbrock@westat.com  
Social Arrangements Committee Ranjana Kohli 7/17-6/18 (202) 552-6456 RKohli@mathematica-mpr.com 
Video Conferencing Dan Gillman 7/17-6/18 (202) 691-7523 gillman.daniel@bls.gov  
Communications Phil Kalina 7/17-6/18 (703) 725-6600 phil@philkalina.com  
Web Master Chris Moriarity 7/17-6/18 (301) 270-3416 cdm7@cdc.gov 
Quantitative Literacy Chair  7/17-6/18   
Curtis Jacobs Memorial Committee Brian Sloboda 7/17-6/18 (202) 693-5904 Sloboda.brian.w@dol.gov 

Quantitative Literacy Poster Competition Elizabeth Petraglia 7/17-6/18 (614) 361-4982 elizabethpetraglia@westat.com 
Quantitative Literacy Volunteer Coord. VACANT 7/17-6/18   
Quantitative Literacy Workshop Coord. Mark Otto 7/17-6/18 (301) 497-5872 Mark.ot2o@gmail.com 
Quantitative Literacy Science Fair Coord. Frank Yoon 7/17-6/18 (609) 945-6616 FRANK.YOON@TRUVENHEALTH.COM 
     

Membership Committee 

John Czajka Chair, 7/17-6/18 (202) 484-4685 jczajka@mathematica-mpr.com  
John Dixon 7/17-6/18 (202) 691-7516 dixon_j@bls.gov  
Timothy Kennel 7/17-6/18 (301) 763-6795 timothy.l.kennel@census.gov  
Adam Safir  (202) 691-5175 safir.adam@bls.gov  
Fritz Scheuren   (202) 320-3446 scheuren@aol.com  

     

Herriot Award Committee 
David Banks Soc. Sec. Rep. (919) 684-3743        banks@stat.duke.edu 
David Hubble Govt. Sec. Rep. (301) 610-8814      davidhubble@westat.com 
Mary Batcher WSS Rep., 7/15-6/18  marybat1@verizon.net 

     

WSS Committee on ASA Fellows 

Jill DeMatteis Chair, 7/17-6/18 (301) 517-4046 jilldematteis@westat.com 
Cynthia Clark 7/17-6/18 (703) 556-8825 czfclark@cox.net  
Polly Phipps 7/17-6/18 (202) 691-7513 Phipps.polly@bls.gov 
Ruth Pfeiffer  (240) 276-7317 pfeiffer@mail.nih.gov 
Van Parsons 7/17-6/18 (301)458-4421 vlp1@cdc.gov 

     

mailto:faustlin@yahoo.com
mailto:FRANK.YOON@TRUVENHEALTH.COM
mailto:banks@stat.duke.edu
mailto:davidhubble@westat.com
mailto:jilldematteis@westat.com
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Shiskin Award Committee 

Robert Parker Chair (301) 467-7677 parkerrobertp@aol.com  
Thomas Evans Secretary (202) 691-6354 Evans.thomas@bls.gov 
Paul Bugg   paul_bugg@omb.eop.gov  
Connie Citro   ccitro@nas.edu  
Carol Corrado   Carol.corrado@conference-board.com 
Dennis Fixler                                      dennis.fixler@bea.gov 
Michael Horrigan   horrigan.michael@bls.gov 
Charles Hulten   hulten@econ.bsos.umd.edu  
William Bostic   William.g.bostic.jr@census.gov 
John Ruser   ruser.john@bls.gov 
Brian Bucks   brian.bucks@cfpb.gov 

     

Hansen Lecture Committee 

Barry Graubard Chair (202) 276-7316 graubarb@mail.nih.gov 
Frauke Kreuter  (202) 390-0413 fkreuter@umd.edu 
Morgan Earp  (202) 691-7387 earp.morgan@bls.gov 
Eric Slud   eric.v.slud@census.gov 
Linda Young USDA Rep.  Linda.Young@nass.usda.gov  
Keith Rust Westat Rep. (301) 251-8278 keithrust@westat.com  

     

Gertrude Cox Award Committee 

Mike Larsen WSS Rep. (301) 881-9260 mlarsen@bsc.gwu.edu 
Linda Young WSS Rep. (352)281-6469 Linda.Young@nass.usda.gov  
Tom Krenzke WSS Rep. (301) 251-4203 tomkrenzke@westat.com 
Karol Krotki RTI Rep. (202) 728-2485 kkrotki@rti.org 
Abhik Das RTI Rep. (301) 770-8214 adas@rti.org 
Phillip Kott RTI Rep. (301) 468-8281 pkott@rti.org  

     

Statistics Education Committee 

Carol Joyce Blumberg Chair, 7/17-6/18 (301) 920-0278 cblumberg@gmail.com 
Elizabeth Johnson 7/17-6/18 (703) 993-9116 ejohns40@gmu.edu 
Paul Buckley 7/17-6/18   
Carol Howald 7/17-6/18 (443) 518-4933 chowald@howardcc.edu 
Kathleen Robens 7/17-6/18 (301) 915-5757 aarjak@gmail.com 
John F. Mahoney 7/17-6/18  johnf.mahoney@gmail.com 
Ashley Schreckengost 7/17-6/18  aosborne_amo@hotmail.com 

 
 
 
 
 

mailto:tomkrenzke@westat.com
mailto:adas@rti.org
mailto:chowald@howardcc.edu
mailto:Kathleen_c_robens@mcpsmd.org
mailto:johnf.mahoney@gmail.com
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Items for publication in the November 2017 issue of WSS NEWS will be accepted thru the 
20th of the preceding month.   
 
Email items to wss.editor@gmail.com. 
 
The authors are responsible for verifying the contents of their submissions.  Submissions 
requiring extensive revisions on length and/or contents will be returned.  Announcements with 
track changes will not be accepted.  
 
Please submit all materials as an attachment in MS WORD or plain text.  Submissions in any 
other format will be returned.   
 
PLEASE DO NOT SUBMIT YOUR ITEMS IN PDF OR IN THE BODY OF AN EMAIL. 
 
 
 

FROM THE WSS NEWS EDITOR 

mailto:wss.editor@gmail.com

